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Abstract

This thesis is divided into six chapters. The first
Chapter is the introduction, which describes of the
motivation, background, methodology and literature review
of this thesis. In the second Chapter, the summary of the
development of Chinese Opera is presented and how the
development has influenced the creation of the opera “The
White Haired Lady” is discussed. In the third Chapter, the
Chinese opera “The White Haired Lady” is introduced,
including its historical background, plot and characters.

The study of singing techniques, employed in Chinese
Opera “The White Haired Lady” is presented in Chapter
Four, which probes into-how the singing style and vocal
technique transferred from.the western vocal technique can
achieve healthy singing and create /an appropriate
interpretation of the.character “Xier.”

Chapter Five is the key point of this thesis, which is the
analysis and interpretation of “Xier’s” arias. It includes
the development of the plot, Xier’s character and vocal
interpretation. Xier sings five arias in this opera: ” North
Wind Blows,” “Past Midnight,” “Blades Kill, Axes Hack,”
“I must survive” and “Hatred High as Mountain, Revenge

Deep as Ocean.” Chapter Six concludes the thesis.

Keyword: Bel Canto, Chinese National Singing,
Chinese Opera “The White Haired Lady”
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